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BOOK REVIEWS. 445 

Education and Wobld Citizenship: an Essay towards a 
Science of Education. By James Clerk Maxwell Garnett, 
C.B.E., M.A., etc. Cambridge: at the University Press, 1921. 
Pp. x, 515. 

This is certainly one of the most interesting and instructive 
books that have ever been written on education. It sets out, in 
the main, from the standpoint of physiological psychology, and it 
owes a good deal to the work of William James and that of his 
distinguished successor, Dr. McDougall. His treatment of this 
aspect of the subject is highly technical and very thorough, involv- 
ing a considerable use of advanced mathematical methods. The 
practical applications are somewhat less elaborately dealt with, 
and are comparatively simple. Mr. Garnett dwells much on the 
importance of cultivating a wide central interest. The exact 
nature of this interest would vary greatly with different individ- 
uals, and it is not to be understood as excluding "hobbies" and 
other incidental relaxations. What the Germans call a Welt- 
anschawung, however, is very important for every one. He 
quotes with strong approval the passage from Mr. Chesterton's 
Heretics in which it is urged "that the most important and practi- 
cal thing about a man is still his view of the universe." He then 
goes on to urge that what he describes as "the Christian hypoth- 
esis" furnishes the best practical basis for a general philosophy 
of life. He adds, however, that '' the Christian hypothesis is not 
necessarily the only possible one from which to start. But if any 
other that equally well fits the facts we have been considering has 
ever been formulated, it certainly is not so readily available, or so 
widely accepted already, as that which Christianity offers. We 
conclude that every member of a maximally progressive society 
should begin with the Christian hypothesis. . . . We must, 
however, be careful to realise that the acceptance of the funda- 
mental teachings of Christianity does not mean the acceptance of 
all the frills that have been gradually added to them. . . . 
If, therefore, that is true for any man which fits his personal 
experience and so much of the experience of others as he can 
disentangle from their interpretation of it, there is much reason to 
expect that, whoever will begin to act on the hypothesis that 
Christianity is true, will find the hypothesis fits his experience, 
and so will verify it. But his experience, as it develops, will 
doubtless lead to modifications of any unessential assumptions 
which he may include in his first approximation. His Christian- 
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ity will thus be sure to differ, in some respects, from that of any 
other Christian. Indeed, it must, if it be a living faith, grow 
from day to day and from hour to hour." 

With the explanations and qualifications that are here made, 
there is not much to object to in this. It may be said that it 
depends on the Pragmatist heresy about the nature of truth; but 
the main points could be stated without this implication. We 
could substitute "working hypothesis" for "truth," as in fact 
Mr. Garnett usually does. It might be urged also that it is not 
so easy as he seems to imply to separate what is essential in 
Christianity from its "frills." Perhaps a more serious objection 
is that for purposes of "world citizenship" we have to take ac- 
count of those to whom the Christian point of view is not familiar. 
Might not, for instance the philosophy underlying the Bhagavad- 
Gita furnish a working hypothesis (also involving some frills) that 
could equally well be used as a starting point? I should be dis- 
posed to admit, however, that the Christian statement is the best. 

At any rate, whatever may be thought about this, there can 
be no doubt that the book is an extremely valuable one, both 
theoretically and practically. 

J. S. Mackenzie. 

London. 



The History of Human Marriage. By Professor Edward 
Westermarck, LL.D., etc. In three volumes. Fifth edition, 
rewritten. London: Macmillan & Co., 1921. Pp. xxiii, 571; 
xi, 595; viii, 587. 

Professor Westermarck's book on the History of Human Mar- 
riage has long been known as the most comprehensive and reliable 
work on that subject. In this new edition, however, its value has 
been immensely increased. It has been enlarged to nearly three 
times its former size; and it has been greatly enriched, both by the 
results of his own explorations and by the consultation of a num- 
ber of works of reference, the mere names of which occupy more 
than 100 large and closely printed pages (as against about 30 in 
the previous edition). He has not, however, altered his main 
views on the subject. He still retains the firm conviction that 
marriage was not evolved out of a condition of promiscuity; and 
he brings forward a good deal of fresh evidence against that 
theory. He supplies much interesting material about different 



